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Minutes of the Board Meeting 
August 10, 2021 

1:30 pm 
 

Attendance 
 

Commissioners Present                               Commissioners Absent 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Present       Legislative Members Present 
 
 
 
  
 

Legal Representation Present 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Lopez calls meeting to order at 1:32 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag is  
recited.  

 
Call of the Roll 
There are 8 Commissioners present, thus constituting quorum. 

 
Chair’s Report 
Chair Lopez presents the Chair’s Report.  He informs the Board that he has been conti-
nuing to help with the vaccination effort through outreach efforts, especially with video 
promotions vaccinations among minorities, particularly in Montgomery and Clark Coun-
ties.  As well, he mentions an increase in companies and individuals reaching out to him to 
help them find workers to fill numerous vacancies.  
 
Chair Lopez also mentions his recent participation in training about human trafficking, and 
he informs the group about training available on this topic through the Mental Health 
Transfer Center Network so that others can be familiar with spotting human trafficking 
and knowing how to assist.  Chair Lopez also mentions that the Governor is specifically 
working to combat human trafficking in Ohio as well.  

Manuel Lopez, Chair 
Elizabeth Guzman Bowman, 
     Secretary 
Michael Florez 
Dr. Gregory Guzmán 

Daniel Molina 
Rev. Juan Rivera 
Mary Santiago 
Tony Simms-Howell 
 

Excused: 
Dr. Elena Foulis, Vice-Chair 
José Feliciano Jr. 
Maria Sylvia Martinez 

Lilleana Cavanaugh, Executive Director 
Carly McCain, Public Policy Officer 
Lair Marin, Community Liaison 
Michelle Goodman, Administrative Professional 

Sen. Nathan Manning’s Aides: 
     Heather Platua, 
     Lexie Davis 
Rep. Jessica Miranda’s Aide: 
     Alex Jackson 

AG Andrew Rowan 
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Chair Lopez explains that the April 2021 Board Meeting Minutes were not fully approved because it had 
not been voted on, so a vote to approve these minutes would take place during this meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Chair Lopez presents the board meeting minutes for April 2021 and June 2021 to the Board for review and 
approval.   

 
Motion #08-01-2021 
A motion to approve the April 2021 minutes is presented by Commissioner Gregory Guzman.  It was se-
conded by Commissioner Michael Florez.  Vote 8-0.  Motion carries. 
 

Motion #08-02-2021 
A motion to approve the June 2021 minutes is presented by Commissioner Juan Rivera.  It was seconded 
by Commissioner Mary Santiago.  Vote 8-0.  Motion carries. 
 

Agency Report 
Executive Director Cavanaugh provides an update on numerous collaborations with a variety of organizati-
ons, particularly organizations focused on Health Outcomes, dealing with issues of equity.  These collabo-
rations include the Department of Health, the Health Equity interagency work Group, the Minority Health 
Advisory Group, and Migrant and Seasonal Workers’ group.  As well, she emphasizes the shift in outreach 
efforts now more focused on vaccinations rather than previous campaigns targeting education regarding 
the basics about COVID-19.  
 
Executive Director Cavanaugh highlights some of the ongoing projects including the biennial Audit and the 
Latino Community Report (LCR).  Director Cavanaugh mentioned the work that OCHLA’s Public Policy Offi-
cer (PPO) Carly McCain has done with the LCR in collaboration with Ohio University.  Director Cavanaugh 
also mentions a recent webinar  on Latino Workers Safety with the Bureau of Workers Compensation 
(BWC) as part of the work coming out of the Workforce and Economic Development Committee.  
 
Executive Director Cavanaugh provided an update on internal personnel changes, including two AmeriVis-
tas and  the Community Liaison position openings, since Lair Marin-Marcum will be transitioning to a new 
position with the Ohio Department of Transportation.  
 
Public Policy Officer McCain presents information about the Latino Community Report, which was specifi-
cally focusing on demographics and voting. In this, the study was a collaboration that included original re-
search from Dr. Ani Ruhil from Ohio University.  The Report reflected that 2020 had the Ohio’s largest vo-
ter turnout and that in Ohio 241,000 Hispanic/Latino Ohioans are eligible to vote and that the 2020 Census 
numbers will help further contextualize the demographics in relationship to voting and representation.  
PPO McCain highlighted the significance of regions with his Hispanic/Latino providing bilingual information 
to better help the voting public.  PPO McCain also mentioned inaccuracies with some agencies relying on 
“Hispanic sounding names” in registration lists to help determine demographics, rather than by using self-
identification.  PPO McCain emphasized that the report’s goal is to help show the realities of the demo-
graphics, voting, and to increase representation and civic engagement for Latinos throughout the state.  
Overall, the report received numerous kudos from Commissioners for the methodology, recognition of the 
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complexities involved with identifying as Hispanic and/or Latino, and for providing insightful visual repre-
sentations.  
 

Motion #08-03-2021 
Chair Lopez asks for a motion to accept the June and July 2021 Agency Report as given.  Commissioner Mary 
Santiago motions for the Agency Report to be accepted as given.  Second by Commissioner Dan Molina.  
Vote 8-0. Motion passes. 
 

Fiscal Report 
Director Cavanaugh presents the fiscal report in lieu of Vice-Chair Foulis, who is absent for medical reasons. 
The savings for the year were $33,944, the decreased costs are due to the pandemic and the required shifts 
in outreach and usual programming activities. Also due to the pandemic, the OCHLA was required to cut 
$32,483 from its budget and those funds were placed in the 601 account, so that the monies would be set 
aside and not appear available for use. This meant that out of the anual Budget of $464,047 that the Com-
mission essentially used $400,000, and about $64,000 was not used. OCHLA was able to meet its fiscal com-
mitments.   
 
Purchases included new desktops for staff.  Laptops’ purchases  will be a priority in the FY 22 Budget. 
 
For the upcoming year, the budget will be the same as FY21: $464,047.  The major expense continues to be 
payroll, followed by operations.  Much of the potential expenditures will depend on the pandemic and how 
the Commission will be able to engage in community outreach.  There has been on-going discussion about 
the need to continue to be flexible with the situation and the ever-changing nature of outreach, and this has 
meant reassessing the way OCHLA has previously operated.  As noted on previous fiscal reports, expenses 
for  Gongwer and MailChimp were coded using the  ‘contractors’ line item because these services are vie-
wed as provided by ‘outside vendors’.   
 
Comm. Tony Simms-Howell asks if it would be possible to get a projection of the potential monies saved 
while some of the positions remain unfilled.  He suggests that these amounts should be projected to recog-
nize that the positions were empty for X period of time, so that this money is accounted for in future budget 
projections and these empty positions are not counted against the Commission for the upcoming budget 
year(s).  
 
Excutive Director Cavanaugh explains that unspent payroll Funds are shown on the fiscal report.  Director 
Cavanaugh says she should be able to present these potential savings once positions are filled. Commissio-
ner Dan Molina expresses his concern for attracting talent to apply for the open positions due to the tight 
job market and increasing demand for employees. He asks if there is any flexibility for future recruiting and 
even for current staff members [regarding retention].  
 
Executive Director Cavanaugh explains that starting salaries fall within a specific range and sometimes  fac-
tors such an employee who has or has not worked for State government will influence the step where that 
individual starts on the pay scale.  
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Motion #08-04-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to accept the Fiscal Report as given.  Commissioner Juan Rivera motions to 
accept the Fiscal Report.  Seconded by Commissioner Gregory Guzmán. Vote 8-0. Motion carries. 
 

Old Business 
Public Policy Officer McCain discusses plans for the Legislative Visit Day and how the pandemic has affected 
the need to move the date(s).  The event was previously postponed and many people still do not feel com-
fortable coming to the State House and attending large-scale events, especially if they are indoors.  Usually 
the event has 250-300 people in attendance and requires individuals to be present, engaged, and able to 
come to the Statehouse. Due to the ongoing concerns with the COVID-19 pandemic and safety, a new date 
has been selected: Tuesday March 15, 2022. This particular date was selected to avoid conflicting with the 
upcoming campaign and election in May 2022.  

 
Motion #08-05-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to set the Legislative Visit Day as March 15, 2022.   Commissioner Mary San-
tiago motions to set the Legislative Visit Day as March 15, 2022.  Seconded by Commissioner Beth Guzman-
Bowman.  Vote 7-0. (Comm. Simms-Howell stepped out of the room.) Motion carries. 

 
New Business 
Commissioner Santiago directs Board Members to review the Distinguished Hispanic Ohioan Awardee nomi-
nation packets which were distributed in advance to move to review the list of candidates for the 2021 
awards. 
 

Motion #08-06-2021 
Commissioner Santiago requests a motion to accept the list of candidates for the Distinguished Hispanic 
Ohioan (DHO) awards, The Nuestra Familia Awards and Latino Military Service of Distinction Awards as pre-
sented.  Commissioner Guzman Bowman motions to accept the list of Distinguished Distinguished Hispanic 
Ohioan (DHO) awards, The Nuestra Familia Awards and Latino Military Service of Distinction Awards as pre-
sented.  Seconded by Chair Lopez Ramirez. Vote 8-0. Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Mary Santiago presents for the board’s approval information on potential companies that 
are bidding the video greeting project for the Distinguished Hispanic Ohioans (DHO) Awards recognition du-
ring the 2021 Latino Affairs Summit Event on November 10, 2021. 
 
She reports that after reviewing three bids,  Mills  & James can deliver the best package that would require 
the smallest amount of work and preparation from the OCHLA staff as well. Mills & James would record, 
edit, and deliver the award video to OCHLA for the 2021 Latino Affairs Summit and the total cost would be 
approximately $4900.  
 

Motion #08-07-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to allocate $5000 that are flexible to pay for the videography costs for the 
DHO Video (for Mill & James).   Commissioner Dan Molina makes the motion and it is seconded by Commis-
sioner Tony Simms-Howell.  Vote 7-0.  (Commissioner Guzman Bowman stepped out of the room.) Motion 
carries. 
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Commissioner Mary Santiago explains that the DHO will also include awards to be sent to the awardees.  
The  DHO committee selected to continue to use Joel Sales Company since they already have the glass tem-
plates and provided a competitive bid of approximately $1,000.   With this, Commissioner Santiago asks 
board approval to continue to use Joels for the awards.  
 

Motion #08-08-2021 
Commissioner Mary Santiago requests a motion to accept the bid from Joels for the awards for the DHO 

awardees.  Motion moved by Commissioner Dan Molina. Seconded by Commissioner Tony Simms-Howell.  

Vote 8-0. Motion carries.  

 

Commissioner Molina asks if it was posible to get the requested awards, the letters from the Governor and 
the Lt. Governor, for the DHO recipients. Outreach Liaision Lair Marin-Marcum indicates that due to the 
pandemic the Governor’s Office is not processing such letters. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Workforce and Economic Development Committee: 

Commissioner Dan Molina reports that the focus continues to be on implementing strategies and collabora-

tion with the Small Business Administration and the Bureau of Worker’s Compensation.  

 

Health Committee: 

Commissioner Beth Guzman Bowman reports that the main focus has been the Summit, which will be held 

November 10th, 2021. Topics will include mental health in children during the pandemic, the impact of 

opioids in the Latino community, and a report on the P-CORE Grant.  There will be updates on best practi-

ces, vaccines, and telehealth.  There are a number of speakers to be pinned down still, but it is all moving 

ahead as planned.  

 

Education Committee: 

PPO McCain reports that the Education Committee is mostly focused on the upcoming Summit topics and 

breakout sessions.  They are starting to pinpoint various speakers and lining up the necessary logistics for 

the event.  

 

Civic Engagement Committee: 

PPO McCain also presents the Civic Engagement Committee update and makes reference to the Latino 

Community Report and date change for the Legislative Visit Day.  She also mentions the desire to continue 

collecting testimonies for HB 72, which is the House Bill proposing Hispanic Heritage Month to be recog-

nized as a oficial day by Ohio (in addition to it being recognized at a Federal Level).  

 
New Business:  
Chair Lopez presents information on the Governor’s Office “Executive on Loan” Request for Executive Direc-
tor Cavanaugh.  The Commissioners discuss the pros and cons of this potential position and ask a variety of 
questions, which ultimately results in a desire to have further clarification from the Governor’s Office to un-
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 August 10, 2021 

 Motions Carried 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 10, 2021—Attachments 

 
 

Motion # 08.01.2021 To approve the April 2021 Board Meeting Minutes. 

Motion # 08.02.2021 To approve the June 2021 Board Meeting Minutes. 

Motion # 08.03.2021 To approve the June and July 2021 Agency Report as given. 

Motion # 08.04.2021 To approve the Fiscal Report as given.  

Motion # 08.05.2021 To set the Legislative Visit Day as March 15, 2022.  

Motion # 08.06.2021 To accept the list of Distinguished Hispanic Ohioan (DHO) awardees. 

Motion # 08.07.2021 To allocate $5000 that are flexible to pay for the videography costs 
for the DHO (for Mill & James), or the subsequent if required.  

Motion # 08.08.2021 To accept the bid from Joel’s for the awards for the DHO awardees. 

Motion # 08.09.2021 To have the Executive Committee meet with a representative from 
the Governor’s Office to seek clarification on the intent of the 
‘Executive on Loan’ Request.  

Motion # 08.10.2021 To move to Public Commentary. 

Motion # 08.11.2021 To adjourn the meeting. 

DOCUMENT AUTHOR 

June and July 2021 Agency Reports Executive Director Cavanaugh 

Fiscal Report ending July 2021 Executive Director Cavanaugh 

Board Meeting Agenda Executive Director Cavanaugh 

“Executive on Loan” Request Executive Director Cavanaugh 
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